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PHIlIPPIANS I. 6. 


Being confident this very Thing, that He which hath - 


begun a good Work in you, will perform it unto the 
Day of Jxsus CnkisT, I 


San Apoſtle Paul directs this Epiſtle to all the 
T Saints in Chriſt Jeſus which are at Philippi, 
8 & the Metropolis of Macedonia ; to whom he 
$8 wiſheth the Increaſe of Grace and Peace; 
and for whom he thanks God upon every 
Remembrance of them : Eſpecially for the Riches of 
their Liberality to him in his great Neceſſities, ever ſince 
they had received the Faith of Chriſt : And as their Care 
of him had flouriſhed once and again, he acknowledgeth 
the fame again and again, with pious Gratitude, giving 
God the Praiſe. | 
In the Words of the Text, the goodApoſtle expreſſeth 
great Confidence of his beloved Philippians, that God, 
the God of all Grace would increaſe the Fruits of their 
Righteouſneſs, and perfect his good Work in and among 
them.---And this is the Confidence we have with God, 
that he will perform his own Work wherever he is pleaſed, 
of his infinite Mercy, to begin a good Wort; being 
confident of this very Thing, that He which hath begun a good 
Mort in you, will perform it until the Day of Feſus Chriſt. 
In opening theſe Words, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
J. There is a good Work begun in the Souls of all 
true Believers. 
II. This is the Work of God, or it is God who 
begins this good Work in them. aq ; 
III. We may be confident that He will alſo finiſh 
it, or perform it until th; Day of * 
| Sim 


| The good Work of Grace. 


0 The GOOD WORK of GRACE. 


I. Tam to ſhew, There is a good Work begun in 
the Souls of all true Believers. He, that is God, hath 
begun a good Work in you. Our Entrance, Continuance, 
and Conſummation in,the Kingdom of Grace is of God 
who worketh all in all. Here let us obſerve, |; 

1. The Work of Grace is wrought IN the Chriſtian. 
It is within the Vail of this Fleſh, inwardly, in the hid- 
den Man of the Heart, ſo it is ſaid here to be a good orł in 
you: Accordingly our bleſſed Saviour faith inLuke'17. 21. . 
The Kingdom of God is within you; that is, the Kingdom 
of Grace, the Grace of God; Regeneration is m the 
Heart, it is the Salvation of the Soul.  - 

This Work is done in Secret, and cometh not with 


Obſervation, in which Reſpect the Life of a true Believer 


is a hidden Life, the Principle of it being hid deep in the 
Heart. It is Truth in the inward Parts, the Root in 
the Heart. | | | 
The Work of Grace is ſaid every where in Scripture 
to be. wrought in us, in the Heart, and is' deſcribed 
variouſly-:- Sometimes is called, The Grace of God in you. 


Life in you. The Life of God in the Soul. Sometimes 


the Work of Grace is deſcribed by God's being in us, and 
walking inus. Sometimes by Chriſt's being in us---Chriſt 
in you the Hope of Glory. Chriſt formed in you. | 
Sometimes the Spirit is ſaid to dwell in us, becauſe 
he is the great Agent in the Work of Salvation. Th: 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you, as ſaith the Apoſtle Paul. 


Once more, The Word of Chriſt is ſaid to dwell and work 


eſfectually iu them that believe, the Goſpel being the Power 
of God unto Salvation to every one that believeth. 

By theſe various Expreſſions of Scripture, it appears 
that the Work of Grace is within the Chriſtian, of a ſpi- 


ritual and 1 Nature. So that with a little 


Variation of St. Paul's Words in Rom. 2. ult. We con- 
clude that he 1s not a Chriſtian which is one outwardly, but 
he is a Chriſtian which is one inzyardly, hoſe Praiſe is not 


of Men but of God. | 


2. This is a good Work. So it is called here à good 
Work in you; for it is a good Thing that the Heart be 
eſtabliſhed with Grace. | 

4 Here 
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Here I ſhall enter into the Proof of this Point, and 
obſerve ſeveral Particulars, which may ſerve to illuſtrate | 5 
and confirm it. And | "* 
I. Grace forms the Soul to Goodneſs. Grace is good, & 
and worketh the Thing that is good in every Soul of 
Man where it predominates. As Grace oppoſeth every WY 
evil Work, ſoit worketh in us that which is well-pleaſing 39 1 
to God and good and profitable unto Men- making us | 
perfect in every good Work to do his Will. Grace will 
prevail and overcome the Evil of our Nature, though it 
meet with much Oppoſition in the evil Heart of Unbelief. 
Is there any Thing too hard for the Grace of Almighty 
God? It 1s able to purify the Heart and ſave the Soul FX 
from Death. It weakens the Power of Sin and Satan, | 
ſo that not any Iniquity and working of Satan have a 
prevailing Dominion over it. But he that hath the Grace 
of God in him dies daily to Sin and lives to Righteouſ- 
neſs. Nature and Grace, Sin and Holineſs militate in 
the fame Subject, but Grace gets the aſcendant, and 
revails in Spite of all Oppoſition from Earth and Hell: 
The Houſe of Saul ſhall wax weaker and weaker, but David 
ſtronger and ſtronger ; he that is feeble among them ſball be 
as David, and the Houſe of David ſhall be as God, 
En touto Nika, ; f 
It is the Work of the Spirit of Jeſus Chriſt to caſt the 
Devil and his Works out of the Soul and prepare it for 
the Habitation of God: For this Purpoſe the Son of God 
was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 
Yet theſe evil Works are not wholly deſtroyed in Be- 
levers till Death compleats the Victory, for the ub; 


luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the Fleſh ; 
but let us go on unto Perfection. It is the good Pleaſure 
and Will of God that the Soul be filled with the Spirit. 
And he is not willing that any ſhould periſh without taſ- 
ting of the heavenly Gift. The Work of Grace is 
—＋ the good Pleaſure of his Goodneſs. 2 Theſſ, 1. 11. For 
this Reaſon the Grace of God is offered freely to all Sorts 
of Sinners in every Nation of Men on all the Face of 
the Earth. Whoſoever will, let him take of the Water f 
Life freely. | | 
Now 


8 we GOOD WORK of GRACE. 
Now the great Deſign of theſe graciousWordsis to bring 
ſinful Men into a State of Grace. that they maybe — 


and happy for ever; for there ean be no true Happineſs 


without Holineſs. hat Communion hath Light with Dark - 


neſs ? And what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? 

Now then the Heart miſt be changed and made bet- 
ter, the honeſt and good Heart muſt be given to the Saint 
by the Grace of God to capacitate him for Happineſs. 
He muſt be renewed in the Spirit and Temper of, his 


Mind, and put on the new Man, which after God is ere - 


ated in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 


This is the reſtoring the Soul to its primitive Beauty 


and Glory. F any Man be in Chriſt, be is a new Creature.” 


The Work of Grace makes a moſt ſurpriſing and glo- 
rious Change in the Soul of Man, it turns him into ano». 


ther Man, it turns the Sinner into a Saint. Oh turn 


aſide and fee this great Sight. Thus the Grace of God 
prepares him an Habitation in the Soul of apoſtate Man, 


erects his Throne there, and reigns in and over him. 


He is made willing in the Day of his Power. There 


muſt be Grace in the Heart before there can be the ge- 


nuine Actings of it in the Life; make the Tree good 


and his Fruit good: for the Tree is known by his Fruit, 
Ilerxe let me fa = 1 

1. The Work of Faith is Part of this good Work in 

the true Chriſtian. So when Chriſt Jeſus asked our Sa- 
viour in John 6. 28. What ſhall we do, that we might work 


the Works of God? he replies in the following Words, This 


is the Work of God that ye believe on him cohom he hath ſent. 


This is the Commandment of God. Our Saviour hath ' 
aſſured us, He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, 
and he that believeth not ſhall be damned. This is the Lan- 


guage of the Goſpel all along, to repreſent the Neceſſity 
a good Work in the Soul, Part of the good Pleaſure of 
God's Goodneſs, the York of Faith, which he fuſs with 
Power in the Chriſtian. This is precious Fait 
Price in the Sight of God, and of the greateſt Neceſſity 
to the Salvation of our Souls. Eph. 2. 8. By Grace 


are ſaved thro Faith, Acts 16. 30, 31, Sirs, what . 


„ 


and Reaſonableneſs of Faith in Chriſt. This 1s alſo a 2 
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do to be ſaved? ſaid the Jaylor to Paul and Silas: And " 
they ſaid, Believe on the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt 1 
be ſaved. Now - , . "rl 
Saving Faith conſiſts in an hearty Acceptance of / 
Chriſt and Conſent to the Covenant of Grace, whereby 
we approve the Goſpel- Method of Salvation, and are We 
willing to rely on the Merit and Mediation of Jeſus | 
Chriſt for cternal Life. With tlie Heart Man believeth 
unto Righteouſneſs and Salvation. Faith apprehends 
and applies the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and ſo juſtifies, 
for he is the Lord our Righteouſneſs. ' | 
Now” it is no eaſie Thing to believe on Chriſt to the | 
ſaving of the Soul, that is, to caſt the whole Care of our =_ 
Soul upon him, to renounce Self and our own Righte- | 
ouſneſſes, and truſt in another for Salvation. For the 
proud Hearts of Sinners naturally riſe and ſwell at the 
Thought, they would fain be their own Saviours and 
not beholden toanothet for the Purchaſe of eternal Sal- 
vation. But the Grace of God hides Pride from Man, 
that the Lord alone may be exalted in his Salvation. 
Bleſſed is every one that believeth. 
2. Repentance is alſo Part of this good Work. Faith 
and Repentance are the two great Principles of the O- 
racles of God; Repentance from dead Mors; and Faith 
towards God. Theſe are the important Subjects of the 
evangelical Miniſtry which the Miniſters, of Chriſt 
{ſhould preach and enforce with the great Motives of the 
Goſpel ; even to the End of the World ; without theſe 
there can be no Remiſſion either in this World or in the 
World to come, under any Diſpenſation of Cod. 
Now God commandeth all Men every where to repent : 
And except ye repent ye ſhall all periſh. Be zealous there- 
fore and repent. | 
- Now true Repentance conſiſteth in confeſſing and 
forſaking Sin, Prov. 28. 13. And godly Sorrow work- 
eth Repentance unto Salvation not to be repented of, 
2 Cor. 7. 10. Now theſe Acts of true Penitence mult pro- 
.ceed not only from the Fear of Hell and Damnation, 
but alſo from an inward ingenuous Senſe of having of- 
tended againſt ſo much NN there isin God, and 
; In 
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in all his Diſpenſations tous ; for it is certainly a great 
Ageravation of Sin to offend in this Manner. We muſt 
be very careful to bring forth Fruits meet for Repen- 
tance, ſhew our Faith by our Works, which brings me 
to obſerve, - | | 
2. The Work of Grace is good becauſe it is full of 
good Fruits; The Fruits of Righteouſneſs which are by 
 Feſus Chriſt unto the Glory and Praiſe of God, Ver. II. of 
the Context. | 64111, 
The Principle of Grace in the Heart muſt needs be 
good when it produceth good Works : and he only has 
the Spirit of God that is led by the Spirit, and walls by 
the written Rules of the Spirit, and produceth the Nuits 


ruth. The Fruit of the Spirits are Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ſuffering, Z 1 Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, Tempe- 
rance. The Wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, then 
peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of Mercy and 
good Fruits, without Partiality, and without Hypocriſy. So 
the Grace of God, or the Goſpel that bringeth Salvation, 
teacheth us, that denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we 


World. And this is the Language of many other Scri 
tures. As Luke 8. 15. Tit. 2.14. Tit. 3. 8. If the 
Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly in all Wiſdom, it 
will make the Man of God perfect, throughly furniſhed 
_ unto all good Works. If there be a Work of Grace 
begun in any of us it will be ſpringing up in good Fruits, 
and have a gradual Increaſe in the Fruits of Righte- 
ouſneſs. | 
Even Nature teacheth this, as our bleſſed Saviour 
well argues and ſhews in ſeveral Paſſages of the Goſpel, 
that the Tree is known by its Fruit. This is evident in 


Rule of Judgment in the Kingdom of Grace, that the 
Kingdom of God is within us. This, is very wiſely and 
well ſtated and ſettled by the glorious Head of the Church 
in Mat. 15, &c. Beware of 25 Prophets which come to you 


in Sheeps Cloathing, but inwardly are ravening Wolves: Te 
ſhall know them by their Fruits, Do Men gather * of 


of the Spirit 'which is in all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and | 


ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent i 


the Kingdom of Nature, and ſo it is the ſafeſt and beſt - 


ä Bed ant AA a wa . 


- 
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eat Thorns ? or Figs of Thiſtles ? Even ſo every good Tree 
nuſt bringeth forth good Fruit ; but a corrupt Tree bringeth forth 
en- evil Fruit, &c. A good Man out of the good Treaſure of his 
me Heart bringeth forth good Things, and an evil Man out of the 
| evil Treaſure, bringeth forth evil Things. Thus the great 
| of King and Lawgiver of the Church applies tliis eſtabliſh- 
+ by ed Rule of Judgment in the Kingdom of Nature to the 
. of Goſpel State, and ſits it up as a ding Rule of Judg- 
| ment in the Kingdom of Grace, for-the Trial of Spirits, 
be that we may know, and be known what Spirits we are of. 
has Thus largely do the Scriptures inſiſt on good Works 
s by to be the cleareſt and ſureſt Evidence of our good Eſ- 
ruls tate : for where there is Grace in the Heart, it will be 
and operative in the Life, aud ſhinein the Fruits of a good 
Ong- Life, ſhining more and more unto the perfect Day. Grace 
mpe- is a Plant of Renown, the planting , the Lord in the 
then Souls of Believers that he may be glorified. 
and Hypocrites indeed make a fair Shew in the Fleſb, put 
So on the Sheep's Cloathing and appear outwardly righte- 
tion, ous unto Men, nay may, and often do appear more zea- 
„ we lous than others in performing the Externals of Religi- 
eſent on. Come ſee my Zeal for the Lord, ſaid ebu to Febo- 
Tl nadah when he was glutting his own Luft as well as ful- 
the filling the Counſel of God, for his Heart was not right 
1, it with God. So were the Phariſees in Chriſt's Time ex- 
ſhed IF att in the Rituals of their Religion, but within were full 
race ¶ of Iniquity and Hypocriſy. Thus Hypoerites deceive 
uits, WU themſelves and deccive even the very Elect with a ſpe- 
hte- I cious Shew and Appearance of extraordinary Sanctity. 
3. The Work of Grace is a good Work, becauſe "> 
iour Grace is Glory begun in the believing Soul. The Chri- ye 


ſpel, ſtian's Life is an hcavenly and divine Life, our Converſa- . 44 
t in tion is in Heaven, faith the Apoſtle, Phil. 3. 20. Ihe al 
beſt Life of Grace is the beginning of, and Introduction to 74 


t the } the Life of Glory in Heaven. And the Saints on Earth 
and If live the ſame excellent Life that the Saints do in Hea- 
urch ven; It differs not in Nature, but in Degree only. 
0 you The Church on Earth being militant and impertect, and 
: Te | the Church c the Firſt-Born in Heaven perſect and 


es of || rriumphanr. 
The 
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The Scripture declares this very fully unto us, to this 
Purpoſe, we read, John 3. 36. He that believeth on the 
Son, hath everlaſting Life. He hath it now in the Pro- 
miſe and partly in the Performance. His Heaven is be- 
gun already in the Earneſt and Prelibation of it, in a Life of 
Communion with the Father and with the Son : So we 
read of the Earneſt of the Spirit: Whom he juſtified, them 
he alſo glorified ; The Lord giveth Grace and Glory. Such 
a cloſe Connexion is there between Grace and Glory. 


' Believers are now Veſſels of Mercy preparing unto Glo- 


ry. Chriſt is in them the Hope of Glory. The King's Daugh- 
ter is all g/orious within. That is, the Church is truly glo- 


rious and beautiful, being adorned with the Beauties of 


Holineſs ; fo the King greatly deſires its Beauty. The 
Church is the chiefeſt Foy and Glory of the whole Earth, 
and let the Children of Zion be joyful in their King. 

If the Hearts of Believers burn within them while they 
converſe with Chriſt in the Way to Heaven, how fla- 
ming will their Devotion be, when they come thither in 
the open Viſion and Enjoyment of him? My Soul thirſt- 


eth for Cod, when [ball I come and appear before God, is the 


vious Breathing of a believing Soul ! His Heart, his 


- Treaſure, his Converſation, yea his All is in Heaven. 


For God is there, Chriſt is there, whois all in all. hom 
have I in Heaven. but thee ? 

Believers grow in Grace, and in their holy Preparati- 
ons for eternal Glory and ſo are made meet for it; without 
Holineſs no Man fhall fee the Lord. But bleſſed are the pure 
in Heart, for they ſhall fee God. It is written be ye holy for 
I am holy. Receiving the End of your Faith, even the Sal- 
vation of your Souls, Believers are Heirs together of the 
Grace of Lite, Heirs of God, and Joint Heirs with Jeſus 


Chriſt and go on unto Perfection. | 


They begin their heavenly Work on Earth of praiſing 
God, and communing with him, for- bleſſed are the Dead 
that die in the Lord, yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may reſt 


From their Labours, and their Works do follow them. Not 
only the Reward of them, but the Works themſelves. 


will follow them to Heaven, that is ſuch of them as are 
conſiſtent with the heavenly State: They will ſtill be 
| employed 
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employed in the Service of God, but ſhall ſerve him in a 
far more exalted Manner than they were able to do here. 
And who knows but that the Happineſs of Heaven is pro- 
greſſive and increaſing forever. Thus the Saints of God 


are perſecting for Heaven till they all come in the Uni- 


ty of the Faith and of the Knowledge of the Son of God, 
unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of the Stature of 
the Fulneſs of Chriſt. : 

And thus I've endeavour'd to ſnew the Connexion of 
Grace and Glory, and ſo that Grace is begun in the Soul 
of the true Believer. Now then what an excellent Life 


zs the Chriſtian Life ? It is Heaven upon Earth: Sure- 


ly there is none like it. But then it muſt be remembred 
that as true Believers have the beginning of Heaven in 


the Joy of Faith here, ſo Unbelievers have the Beginning 


of Hell in a black and evil Conſcience and horrid Fears 
in this Life. Theſe are to them an evident Token of 
Perdition ; For he that believeth not the Son of God is con- 


demned already, and the Wrath of God abideth on him. E- 


very one carries his own Heaven or Hell in his own Breaſt 
in this World, and out of this World, according as his 
Works are either good or evil : For we muſt all appearbe- 


fore the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one may receive 


the Things done in his Body, according to that he hath done, 
whether it be good or bad. 


II. This is the Work of God: God has begun a good 
Work in the -Souls of Believers. He, that is God, hath 
begun a good Work in them. If there be a good Work 
begun in any of our Souls, it is the doing of the Lord. 
The Lord hath done it. Ilere obſerve, 

I. That there is a Beginning of this good Work in the 


true Chriſtian.---It is ſaid here, to be begun in the Saints 
at Philippi. We are not born in a State of Grace, Grace 


is not of Nature's planting, for we «were altogether born in 
Sin, and are by Nature Children of Wrath. There is none 
that,doth Good; fo that Grace is the planting of the 


Lord, and we muſt be born from above, otherwiſe it 


had been better that we had never been born into this 
World at all. t 
| # A 
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A being in the Kingdom of Grace ſuppoſes and argues 
a beginning of it. The Saints of God are called and 
ſanctified in Time. 2 Theſſ. 2. 13, 14. | 
The Work of Grace is begun in ſome ſooner, in others 
later: Some are effectually called in Youth, others in old 
Age: Some are converted in Childhood, others in full 
Age and the decline of Life. Some are called into God's 
Vineyard at the third Hour, ſome at the ſixth & ninth 
Hour, and others even at the eleventh Hour of the Time 
of Life. So the free and ſovereign Grace of God takes 
one and leaves another. The Holy Ghoſt is a free 
Agent in the Work of Regeneration, and acts according 
to his ſovereign good Pleaſure in beſtowing ſaving Grace 
upon Men in the ſeveral Periods of Life. To this it 
muſt be attributed, that he ſanctified Feremiah from his 
Birth, and laſt of all the Apoſtle, called Paul, as one born 
out of due Time. And not only, is there a Difference 
as to the Time, but the Manner alſo of beginning this 
Work of Grace in the Souls of Men; for there are 
Diverſities of Operations from the ſame Spirit. 

Some are converted to God in one Way and ſome in 
another; ſome are called home to God by the Word, 
others by the Providence of God: Some are perſwaded 
by the Terrors of the Lord and moved with Fear, others 
by the ſtill ſmall Voice of Grace, and moved with Hope: 
Some are drove to their Duty by the Rod of Affliction, 
others drawn by the Cords of Love: Some are born to 
God and changed ſuddenly, others ſtay longer in the 
new Birth : Some have deeper Convictions, and enter in- 
to the Kingdom of Grace thro' more Tribulation than 
others: Some arc as Brands plucked out of the Burning 
and faved as by Fire, whilſt others are ſaved by Grace 
in the Way of religious Education, Luke 15. ult. His Fa- 
ther ſaid unto him, Son, thou art ever with me; but this thy 
Brother was dead and is alive again, and was loſt, and 1s 
found: And from hence it will not appear at ail ſtrange 
that One is able to date the Time of his Converſion, 
and ſay with the Apoſtle, I knew a Man in Chriſt above 
fourteen Tears ago; while another may as truly ſay, I never 
knew the Time of my ſpiritual Birth, when Iwas a Man 

* out 
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out of Chriſt : And all he is able to ſay in this impor- 
tant Affair is, this one Thing I know, that whereas I was 
torn blind, now I ſee. The Wind bloweth where it liſteth, 
and thou heareſt the Sound thereof, but canſt not tell, whence 
it cometh and whither it goeth, ſo is every one that is born 
of the Spirit, Thus Perſons are bro't into a State of 
Grace at different Times or Periods of Life, and in very 


different Ways and Manners. | But this is certain that 


the Work of Grace is begun in Time in every happy 
Subject of it. | | : 
2. The beginning of this good Work is uſually ſmall, 


The beginning of the Kingdom of God is ſmall. It is 


commonly a Day of ſmall Things with the young Con- 
vert, but God will not deſpiſe the Day of ſmall oy f A 


bruiſed Reed ſhall he not break, and ſinoaling Flax [ball he 


not quench, till he ſend forth Fudgment unto Victory. God 
will cheriſh and quicken his own Work, and it ſhall not 
be abortive. The beginning of the Kingdom of Grace 
in the World is compared to a State of Childhood, and 
the progreſſive flourithing State of it is alſo compared to 
a State of Manhood and full Age. 

The Jewiſh Church was once in an infant and feeble 
State, Jacob was ſmall when Jſrael was a Child, then I 
loved him, ſays God. The Church of Iſrael in the Days 
of the Patriarchs was few in Number, yea very few; 
and of ſmall Account in the World. 

In like Manner the beginning of the Chriſtian Church 
was ſmall. Have not I choſen you twelve, ſays Chriſt, and 
one of you is a Devil? They had but a ſmall Compaſs 
cf the Knowledge of Salvation till Jeſus was glorified. 
Our bleſſed Saviour aptly reſembles his Kingdom to a 
Grain of Muſtard Seed, which is indeed the leaſt of all Seeds, 
then known among the Jews, but when it is grown, it is 
the greateſt among Herbs, and becometh a Tree, ſo that the 
Birds of the Air come and lodge in the Branches thereof. 
Our firſt Entrance-into Grace may be compared to a 


State of Childhood in reſpect of Weakneſs and Ignorance . 


of the Things of God. Tho' we are born with all the 
Parts of a Man, yet we do not preſently come to the 
free Uſe and Exerciſe of them, but arrive to a perfe& 
State gradually, paſſing from one State to another, from 

| a Infancy 


/ 
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Infancy and Childhood to Youth, and from "Youth to 
Manhood and Experience. There are Babes in Chriſt, 
Children in - Underſtanding and Experience in the Things 
of God, who have need of Milk. ; but ſtrong Meat be- 
longeth to them that are of full Age, even thoſe who by Rea- 
ſon of Uſe have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both 
Good and Evil. The Apoſtle Paul declares for himſelf 
and for our Learning alſo, when I was d Child, I ſpake as 
aà Child, I underſiogd as a Child, I thought as a Child, but 
when I became a Man, I put away childiſh Things. -- © 
'. Young Converts by Reaſon of Weakneſs and want 
of Experience in the Chriſtian Life, are liable to be im- 
poſed upon and deceived, yea to deceive themſelves by 
imagining they are favoured with extraordinary Degrees 
of Grace and Joy above their Fellows, when they are 
really weak in Gila, and have need that onẽ teach 
them which be the firſt Principles of the Oracles of God. 
Be not high minded, but fear; think ſoberly of your ſelves, 
be clothed with Humility. Except ye be converted and become 
as little Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven. Him that ir weak in the Faith receive ye, but not to 
doubtful Diſputations. 4 
3. The Plantation of Grace in the Soul is the Work 
of God. It is God's planting, the Work of God, that he 
may be glorified. He is the Father of Lights and the God 
of all Grace. His Almighty Power and Grace can reach 
the Heart and turn itas he pleaſeth. He makes it willing 
in the Day of his Power. Iſai. 26. 12. Lord thou haſt wrought - 
all our Works in us. The Wark of Regeneration is ſu- 
pernatural; it is beyond the Power of Men and Means 
to effect it, but the Excellency of the Power is of God. 
Indeed the Scripture calls us to work out our own Salva- 
tion, to repent and believe, to make us a new Heart and a neu 
Spirit; It is true it is our great Duty to do as much as in 
us lieth in the diligent Uſe of the Means of Salvation, 
that we may obtain regenerating Grace; that is to ſay, 
we muſt ask, ſeek and ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait _ 
Gate: We muſt diligently read and hear the Word of 
God, and perieverein well-doing. Accordingly we have 
our Duty and Encouragement well connected in Phil. 2. 
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12, 13. Work out your own Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling, For it is God that worketh in you both to will and to 
do of his good Pleaſure. 
God challengeth it to be his Prerogative to change 
and convert the Heart. A new Heart will I give you, 
and a new Spirit will I put within you. The Spirit of 
God is the Spirit of Grace, and the great Agent in the 
Work of Salvation. Hence Belie vers are ſaid to be born 
of the Spirit. And we may in Faith wait for the Promiſe 
of the Spirit which the Father hath promiſed. Luke 1 1. 13. 


III. I comenow to conſider and explain the third and 
laſt general Head, which is to ſhew, that we may be con- 
fident God will alſo finiſh this good Work in the Souls of 
true Believers, or perform it until the Day of Feſus Chriſt. 
Or finiſh it, as in the Margin. The Apoſtle expreſſeth 
ow Confidence and Aſſurance of it, and in this very 

hing we will alſo be confident. | 


This x e. The Day of Jeſus Chriſt, is deſigned 
to ſighify ſome great and notable Day of the Lord, and 
particularly the great Day of Doom, or Judgment, 1 Cor. 
F. F. In thisSenſe that Day is often uſed in Scripture 
to denote ſome remarkable Day or Time, Mat. 7. 22,&c. 
So that by God's performing a good Work in us until the Day 
of Feſus Chriſt, we are to underſtand his conſummating 
Grace in us, andrewarding-us.in the great Day of Judg- 
ment, when God will preſent every Man in Chriſt Jes 
before the Preſence of his Glory, with excecding Joy. 
All the Graces of the Chriſtian ſhall be conſummated and 


crowned in Heaven. When that which is perfect is come, 


then that which is in Part ſhall be done acvay. 


Grace is of a growing progrellive Nature, itis the im- 


mortal Seed of God. 1 Pet. 1. 23. Being born again not 
of corruptible Seed, but of incorruptible by the Word of God, 


which liveth and abideth for ever. Thougi its Beginning 


be ſmall, its latter End ſhall greatly increaſe : By whom 
ſhall Jacob ariſe for he is ſmall ? God thall enlarge Facob 


and increaſe him more and more. Ihough the Princi- 


ple of Grace in the Soul be Sma!l as a Grain of Muſtard 
Seed, yet it ſhall grow and Nourith into a Tree of Righte- 
C | ouſne!s ; 


— 
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ouſneſs ; as the Muſtard Seed when it is —_— 
greateſt among Herbs, and becometh a Tree, 

Grace has a gradual Increaſe, and doth not ſpring up 
fuddenly unto Perfection, therefore the Apoſtle Peter ex- 
horts Chriſtians to grow in Grace. Chriſtians muſt perſe- 
- vere to make Uſe of the Grace of God, in Order to ob- 

tain more Grace. For they that wait upon the Lord, ſhall re- 
new their Strength: Unto every one that hath, ſhall be given, 
and he ſhall have Abundance, but from him that hath not, 
all be taken away even that which he hath. | 
Our bleſſed Saviour deſcribes the progreſſive Nature 
of his Kingdom in this alluſive and inſtructive Manner, 
in Mark 4.26. &c. So is the Kingdom of God, as if a Man 
ſhould caſt Seed into the Ground, and ſhould ſleep and riſe Night 
and Day, and the Seed ſhould ſpring and grow up, he know. 
eth not how: For the Earth bringeth forth Fruit of her ſelf, 
Frſt the Blade, then the Ear, No that the full Corn in the 
Ear: but when the Huit is bro't forth, or ripe, immedi- 
+ «tely be putteth in the Sickle, becauſe the Harveſt is come. 

Me may be humbly confident of this, that God will 
revive — perfect his own Work in the Souls of all true 
Believers ; he will ſhine on his own Work, and water 
. every Plant that is of his planting. Whom he loves, he 

loves to the End. When he begins he will falſo make 
a full End: His Work is perfect. Therefore let Chrifti- 
atis commit the keeping of their Souls to him, in well- 
doing, as to a faithful Creator. Hath he not ſaid, My 
Grace is ſufficient for you ? Foh. 10. 27, 28, 29, Let 
Chriſtians have no Confidence in the Fleſh, but place their 
Hope and Confidence in the Grace of God, & bold faſt the 
faithful Word. For we are made Partakers of Chriſt, if we 
bold the beginning of our Confidence ſtedfaſt to the End. And 
now little Children abide in him, that when he ſball appear, 
we may have Confidence, and not be aſhamed before him at 
his coming. 5 

I have finiſhed the Doctrinal Part of my Subject, and 

ſhall now proceed to make a faithful ArPLicaT10N of it. 


r. Is the Work of Grace wrought in the Chriſtian? 


We may hence learn, that the Principle is deep and _ 
| an 
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and out of Obſervation. The principle is laid in the Heart 
of Man, which is deep, and not within the Compaſs of 
the Knowledge of any finite Creature. The Work of 
A. 455 is done 1n Secret; the Believer is created 
in Chriſt Jeſus in Secret, Hence the Chriſtian Life is 
called an hidden Life L Tour Life is hid with Chriſt in God. 
True Piety conſiſts in the ſecret Communion of the Soul 
with God and Chriſt. Walk _ me and be thou perfect. 
Here then is an everlaſting Bar to all judging the ſpiri - 
tual State of one another, any farther than by the Fruits: 
And it is an Evidence of wretched Preſumption and Ar- 
rogance for any to pretend to judge the Heart, and the 
ſecret Springs and Motives of its Operation: for it is 
written, Nhat Man knoweth the Things of a Man, ſave the 
Spirit of a Man which is in bim? And yet how apt is 
vain Man to ſtep into the Throne of God, and judge the 
Heart, which is known only toGod,with all the Depths of 
it. Secret Things belong to God. Vain Man would fain le 
wiſe as God, knowing Good and Evil, be wiſe above what is 
written: A vain Affectation- hereof ruin'd our firſt, Pa- 
rents and bro't them into the Condemnation of the Devil, 
This Luſt of knowing Things too high for us, is a ſcer2t 
and dangerous Enemy in the Soul of Man to this Day, and 
is the true Source and Spring of Abundance of Evil in the 
Chriſtian World. Oh Pride ! thou Offspring of the Devil 
and Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, and full of all Subtilty 
and Miſchicf, wilt thou not ceaſe to pervert the right 
Ways of the Lord? Chriſtians ought not to think highly 
of themſelves, but to think foberly. It is Phariſaica! t- 
truſt in our ſelves that we are righteous, and deſpiſe athers : 
but in Lowlinefs of Mind let each eſteem others better than 
themſelves, in Honour preferring one another, Be not de 
in or own Conceits. 
much, 82 with God in Secret. Let cvery 
Man examine himſelf whether he be in the Faith, and not 
depend fondly on the Judgment of fallible Men concern- 
ing your ſpiritual State. The Witneſs of God is greater, 
Commune with your own Hearts, and let your Spirits 
make diligent Search, Let every one ceaſe judging the 
Heart of his Brother, and look more narrow!y into his 
| own : 
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own : ſor it is aſhrew'd Sign, that they converſe little at 
. - home, who are ever rambling abroad, oos allotrio Epi- 
copos, Why gaddeſt thou about 5 much to change thy Way? 
But with me it is a very ſmall 1 3 BR) I ſhould be Judged 
of Man's Judgment. Judge nothing before the Time, 
until the Lord come, and then ſhall every Man have Praiſe 
of God. | . t 

2. We may hence infer, that the great God is the pro- 
per and ſole Judge of the Work of Grace in the Heart 
of Man; For if he has wro't it within the Chriſtian, he is 
infinitely able to know and comprehend his own Work, 
to judge the Heart and all the Secrets thereof. God 

ecth us; He ſees in Secret, and ſecth not as Man ſeeth, 
for Man looketh upon the outward Appearance, but the 
Lord looketh upon the Heart: His Eyes are as a Flame 
of Fire, and pierce into the innermoſt Receſſes of the 
Soul, and diſcern the Tho'ts and Intents of the Heart. 
So the great God aſſerts his Prerogative to ſearch and 
know the Heart in Fer, 17. 9, 10. The Heat is deceitful 
abe ve all Things and deſparately wicked, wbo can Rnow it? 
1 the Lord ſearch the Heart, I try the Reins, even to give 
to every Man according to the Fruit of his Doings. God's 
Omniſcience mult give a more mprebentes Know- 
ledge of the IIeart, than any Man can have of himſelf : . 
God knows our Hearts better than we do our ſelves, for 
he is greater than the Heart and knoweth all Things : 
Hence the pious Pſalmiſt deſires, God would ſearch and 
direct his Heart. Search me O God, and know'my Heart, tiy 
me and no my Thoughts, and ſee if there be any wicked 
l in me, and lead me in the Way everlaſting. Happy 
the Chriſtian that can make that ſolemn Appeal to the 
Omniſcient God in John 21. 17. Lord thou knoweſt all 
Things, thou knoweſt that J love thee! 

It is certain that the Lord knoweth them that are his; and 
it is equally certain and true, that the Lord knoweth the 
Blaſphemy of them which ſay they are Chriſtians, and are 
not, but are of the Synagogue of Satan, We are ſure that 
the Judgment of God is according to Truth. But it is 
a bold invading God's Prerogative to pretend to judge the 


Hearts of one another. But why deſt thou judge thy Bro- 
. ther ? 
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ther? or why doſt thou ſet at nought thy Brother? for we 
ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment Seat of Chriſt. 

3. This Doctrine gives a Rule of judgment to our 
ſelves, and others, of a good Work begun in us. And 
1. To our ſelves. e may examine and prove our 
ſelves by this Rule, whether the Work of God be begun 
in us: For if our Hearts be ſtabliſned with Grace, we 
ſhall experience the prevailing Power of it in our Hearts, 
to that which is good, This divine Principle formed in the 
Soul, will work in us a growing Averſion to that which is 
Evil, and a prevailing habitual Diſpoſition of Mind to that 
which is Good; it will weaken the Body of Sin and excite 
in us pious Deſires and Reſolutions, In an eſpecial 
Manner, Grace humbles the Soul and hides Pride fromMan 
that Root of Bitterneſs, which ſpringing up, troubles the 
Church of Chriſt, and thereby many arc Jefiied, Whereas 
Humility is the true inward adorning of the Chriſtian, the 
Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, which is inthe Sight of 
God of great Price. This Ornament beſt becomes Man, 
- whoſe own Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags, and. who 
has nothing to boaſt of before God, except he would 
glory in his Shame; all boaſting is for ever excluded, 

A gracious Soul loveth the Praiſe of God more than 
the Praiſe of Men, and is fatisfied in the Conſcience of 


Its own 22 A. good Man is ſatisfied from himſelf. 


He is not careful to court the Applauſe and Praiſe of 
Men, but whatſoever he doth, he doth it heartily as to 
the Lord and not unto Men; not to be ſeen of Men, not to 
have Glory of Men. So when he doth Aims, he obſerves 
our Saviour's Rule to do them in Secret; and ſo when he 
prayeth he enters into his Cloſet,& prayeth to his Father which 
is in Secret; and takes infinitely more Delight in approach- 
unto God in Secret, than Hypocrites can do in all the 
Formalities of an empty and noiſy Religion. The ſin- 


cereſt Piety is commonly the moſt ſecret and ſilent : It 


avoids Noiſe and Oſtentation. Divine Grace diſtils like 
the ſilent Dew. ; 


A great Divine f well adviſes, that “ when a Man | 


e can ſay, he hath the Spirit of God, let him ſay it to 
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& himſelf, and to God, whom he ought to thank for fo 
< ineſtimable a Bleſſing, and let him not raſhly boaſt of it 


e before the World; nor cenſoriouſly judge or deſpiſe 


ec others ; for that would be directly copying atter the 
cc proud Phariſee, and would infallibly quench the Spirit; 
© common Modeſty and Decency, and above all our com- 


cc mon Chriftianity forbids all ſuch boaſting of the ordi- 


«nary Graces which would amount to the ſame with 
ce blazing it abroad, how pure, how holy, how righteous 
cc we take our ſelves to be above others. Neither will it 
cc avail us in ſuch Caſes to urge that we know it, and that 
« e thank God for it, aſcribing nothing to our ſelves; 
cc for did not even the proud Phariſee do the ſame when he 
cc ſaid, God 1 thank thee that I am not as other Men are, &e. 

The Kingdom of God is not in Word, but in Power. True 
Chriſtianity doth not conſiſt in empty Profeſſions, and 
ſolemn Sounds, but in Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in 


the Holy Gh 


oft. 
By a Hi 2 Examination of our ſelves we may come 
to know the prevailing Temper of our Minds, whether 
there be a good Work begun in us, or whether our Hearts 


are full of Evil & every Imagination of our Thoughts be 


only Evil continually : For the Scripture directs us to 
take this Method to know our Hearts. Pſalm 4. 4. Com- 
mune with your own Heart and be ſtill. Let a Manexamine 


himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that Bread, and drink of that 


Cup. Examine your ſelves whether you be in the Faith, 
prove your own ſelves. - 


2. This Doctrine gives a ſtanding Rule of Judgment 
to others of a good Work begun inus. Chriſtians may 
prove and try one another by this Rule, viz. by the Fruits 
of a good Liic, for Grace is operative and progreſſive, 
and will be ſpringing up into the Fruits of univerſal Righ- 
teouſneſs and Goodneſs. By their Fruits ye ſhall know 
:hem, is the ſtanding Rule of Judgment, Jeſus Chriſt has 


left his Church; and it is dangerous to depart from it, 


and fet up other Rules of Judgment of our own deviſing, 
in Contradiction or Addition to it, as if Man were wiſer 
than God, * 
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ve them which love you, what Thank have ye ? For Sinners 
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| If God has begun @ good Work in any of us, he will 
ſhine upon and proſper it: If there be Grace in the Heart 


it will ſhine in the general Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, 


it will ſbine more and more unto the perfect Day. It will not 
lie dormant in the Heart, but ſhew its Tower in the Mor- 
tification of Sin, and Vivification to God. Not but that 
the Children and Saints of God may ſometimes walk in 
Darkneſs, and have no Light: They may fallinto Temp- 


tation and a Snare, and relapſe into Sin to the Diſho- 


nour of God and wounding their own Souls: So David, 
who is ſaid to be a Man after God's own Heart, was yet 
guilty of Murder and Adultery, and thereby gave great 

ccaſion to the Enemies of the Lord fo blaſpheme ; bur 
yet unto the Upright, there ariſeth Light in theDarkneſs: And 
that is the Confidence of a good Man, Micah 7. 8. Re- 
joice not againſt me O mine Enemy, when I fall I ſhall ariſe: 
when I fit in Darkneſs the Lord. ſhall be a Light nnto me. 

Tho' Good Men frequently relapſe into Sin, and arc 


overcome of Evil, yet they renew their Repentance, 


and in the general Courſe of their Life, have this Teſti- 


mony that they pleaſe God. 
But it is a vain Thing for Perſons to pretend to extra- 


| ordinary Sanctity and Meaſures of the Spirit when they 


tranſgreſs the written Rules of the Spirit, and are not 
uniform in their Obediencè, but partial in the Law of 
God. As for Inſtance, that Man's Religion is vain who 
fays, I love God ; when at the ſame Time he is unchari- 
cable and cenſorious towards his Neighbour : For as the 
firſt and great Commandment is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy Heart; ſo the Second is like unto it, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Charity is the 
great Law of Chriſtianity : The greateſt o theſe is Chari- 
ty. If a Man hath notCharity he is no ing. 

Men may eaſily cover a bad and bitter Spirit under a 
plauſible Shew of Love to their own Party and Perſwaſi- 
on, who ſpeak and act like themſelves, but is this the true 
Chriſtian's Spirit, to reſtrain our Charity in this Manner? 
Are ye not partial? Our bleſſed Saviour corrects ſuch 
Partiality in his excellent Sermon on the Mount, If ye 


alſo 


7 
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alſo love thoſe that love them. What do ye more than others, 
g except ye love your Enemies? 5” 
; ' There have been damnable Hereſies in the Family of 
4 : | Love. We ſhould covet earneſtly the Spirit of Love and 
= . of a ſound Mind. | 7 
= - For my own Part, I know no Sort of Men that pre- 
FIC tend to have the Spirit of God, who are more to be ſuſ- 
= - pected of Hypocriſy, than thoſe who are ſo forward to 
Br cenſure and damn all the World but themſelves : for ſuch 

a bitter cenſorious Spirit is inconſiſtent with the Spirit of 

Chriſt and his Goſpel. © 

If therefore, all Scripture be given by Inſpiration of 

1 God, Iam bold to affirm that hot: Perſons cannot be ac- 
\ ted from a good Spirit who make a Buſineſs of judging 
f and condemning others: That go about as mad Men, 
caſting Fire-brands, Arrows and Death, as if they were 
in Sport. Who made thee a Judge, or a Divider over 
others ? Alas that the ſpiritual Man ſhould be mad, and the 
Prophet a Fool ? Hath not Chriſt ſaid, Fudge not, that ye be 
not judged. 

Again, if a Man appear zealous above many for the 
Glory of God, yet if his Zeal is ſhowy and ſavours of 
Pride, or if it tranſports him ſo as to raiſe in him a Spirit 
of Bitterneſs and Perſecution againſt all that are not of 
his Way, I ſay, if his Zeal operates in this Manner and 
Meaſure, it is not according to Knowledge and Charity. 
Such think and act wrong who think to do God Service 
by killing Men for God's Sake f. | 

| Doubtleſs 


* 
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+ I know not how any Man or Party of Men came by their 
Authority, or who gave them this Authority, to ere their * + 
ſpiritual Tribunals ; and form and force their Shibboleth fo 
fully as to make a Man an Offender for a Word, nay: for 
a Letter when he cannot frame to pronounce it right | nay 
his own Conſcience won't let him do it. I know indeed 
that the liſping of Sibbaleth inſtead of pronouncing Shibboleth 
was once made the Rule of judging an Ephraimite from 
a Gileadite to the Deſtruction of above forty” Thouſand 
Ephtraimites, Fudges 12. 5, 6. Curſed te their Anger, 

he | tor 
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Doubtleſs the beſt Evidence and Sign of the reviving 
of God's Work in us and amongus, is the Practiſe of 
univerſal Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs, Charity and Peace. 
Theſe are the weightier Matters of the Law. 

Religion (as One * ſays) is not a Fi, a Start, a ſud- 
ce Jen Paſſion of the Mind, cauſed by the Power and 
„ Strength of ſome preſent Conviction in the Soul, 
«which-in-a hot Mood will needs make out after God 
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ein all Haſte. This may ficly be compared to the raſh and 


ce rude Motion of the Hoſt of Iſrael, who being chidden 
ce for their Slothfulneſs over Night, roſe up early in the 
« Morning, and gat them up into the Top of the 
& Mountain, ſaying, Lo we be here, and will ge up into 
ce the Place which the Lord hath promiſed, for we have ſin- 
„ ned, Numb. 14. 40. And indeed it fares with theſe 

« Men oftentimes as it did with thoſe, both as to the 
*« Undertaking and as to the Succeſs, their Motion is as ſin- 


ful as their Station; and their Succeſs is anſwerable; 


« hey are driven back and diſcomfited in theirEnterprize. 
cc Nay tho? this Paſſion might riſe ſo high as to be called 
«an Extaſe or a Rapture, yet it deſerves not the Name 


c of Religion. For Religion (as One ſpeaks elegantly) 


ce js hke the natural Heat that is radicated in the Hearts 
cc of living Creatures, which kath the Dominion of the 
c whole Body, and ſends forth warm Blood and Spirits, 
« and vital Nouriſhment into every Part and Member ; 


ce jt regulates and orders the Motions of it in a due and 
6 Se 
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for it was fierce, and their Wrath, for it was cruel. And 
alas, how many poor Innocents have been deſtroyed in H 

Mars, which are commonly the moſt cruel and outrageous, 
Let us put on as the Ele of God, Bowels of Mercy, Kind- 
neſs, Humbleneſs of Hind, Meckneſs, Long- ſuffering, fer- 

. bearing one another, and fergiving one another, if any Aan 
have a Duarrel againſt any, even as Chriſt forgave you, 0 
alſo ds ye. And above all theſe Things, put on Charity, which 
is the Bond of Perſectneſs. 


* Mr, SHaw's _—_— lately re- printed among us. 
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«Th *©cven Manner. But theſe extatical Souls, tho' they 
1 „may blaze like a Comet, and ſwell like a Torrent or 
3 6. and- Flood for a Time, and ſhoot forth freſh and 
| | ce nigh for a little Seaſon, are ſoon extinguiſhed, emp- 


1 „ tied and dried up, becauſe they have not a Principle, 
bl ca Stock to ſpend upon, or as dur Saviour ſpeaks, no 
6 « Roct in themſelves. Theſe Men's Motions & Actions 

_ bear no more. Proportion to Religion, than a Land- 


« flood that ſwells: high, and runs ſwiftly, but it is 
« only during the Rain, or in the Scripture Phraſe, no 
« more than a" Morning-Dew that ſoon paſſes away, is 
«!;ke a Well or Fountain of Water 

4. Let Chriſtians be exhorted to grow in Grace and 
go on unto Perfection. Oh cheriſh the Work of Grace 
that is begun in your own Souls, and do not reſiſt the- 
Holy Ghoſt. Remember that your Progreſs and Profi- 
ciency in Grace and Holineſs will be your beſt Prepa- 

ration and Evidence for Heaven. The more you are 

aſſimulated into the divine Image and Likeneſs here, 
the more meet are you for the Inheritance of the Saints 
in Light, Bed are the pure in Heart, for they ſhall 
fee God, It is written, Be ye holy for I am holy: And 
without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee. the Lord. 

Humbly beſcech the God of all Grace to fill you 
with his Spirit and give ou more Grace that you ma 
grow up into him in all Things, which is the Head, 
even. Chriſt ; that when Chriſt who is your Life, ſhall 
af per, then ve alſo may appear with him in Glory. 
Chriſtians ſhould ſtir up the Gift that is in them, 
and be quickened in the Way everlaſting, and be Hel- 
pers of one anothers Joy. Moreover, Chriſtians ſhould 
endeavour by their good Converſation to win others 
to Jeſus Chriſt ; according to our Saviour's wiſe Di- 
rection, Let your Light ſo ſhine before Men, that they. 
may fee vc good Works, and glorify your Father which is 
in Heaven. But ſanfify the Lord God in your Hearts, 
and be ready always to give an Anſwer to every Man that 
asketh you a Reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with Meek- 
neſs and ear; not with Boaſting, and Aſſurance and 
Contempt of others. | | | = 

e 


forth with Shoutings, eryirg Grace, Graec unto it. 


a GOOD WORK of GRACE. * 


We ſhould all in our ſeveral Places, every one in his 
own Order, do what in us lieth to promote the com- 
mon Salvation; join Heart and Hand, unite our En- 


deavours to promote the Work of Grace in and amon 


ourſelves and others. Miniſters and People ſhould lift 
up the Voice together, that God would appear in his 

lory and build up Zion, Fer this every one that is godly 
will pray. 

5. Let us give umto God the Glory of all our ſpiri- 
tual Increaſe. For of him, and through him are all 
Things. If there is a good Work begun in any of 
us, it is the Work of God that he may be glorified. 
He worketh in us both to will and to do of his ge Plea- 
ſure. If the Work of God goes on profÞcroully in 
any of our Places, it is the Operation of God. God 
gavo the Increaſe. And therefore the Miniſters of 


Chriſt ſhould not ſtrive together which of them thontd - 
be accounted the greateſt, nor love to have the Pre- 


eminence ; but let all herein agree to give God the 
Praiſe. Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy 


Name be the Glory ! And let the People of God take + 


Heed of exalting one Miniſter above another, For 
while one ſaith, I am of Paul, and another I am of Apo- 
los, are ye not carnal ? Now there are Diverſities of 
Gifts but the ſame Spirit. Covet earneſtly the beſt Gifts, 
and yet ſhew I unto you @ more excellent May which ir 
Charity. Let all Things be done with Charity. Charity 
fuffereth long, and is kind, Charity envieth not, Charity 


vaunteh not of 4 is not puſfed up; doth net behave it 


felf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, 
thinketh no Evil. Beareth all Things, belieceth all Things, 


hopeth all Things, endureth all Things. Charity never 


faileth. 

Oh that this lovely Grace might prevail univerſally 
among profeſſing Chriſtians to the Glory of God, and 
to the Uſe of edifying. All the Glory of our Salvation 


belongs to God. For by Grace we are ſaved; The. 


Head-ſtone of this ſpiritual Building, thall be brought 
6. We 


* 


* 
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c. We may hence infer the great Safety and Hape 
pineſs of all true Believers, For they are confident 
that he which hath begnn a good Work in them, will 
alſo finiſh it in Righteouſneſs, * 

Believers have the Beginning and Earneſt of ever - 
laſting Life in the Witneſs of the Spirit and the Pro- 
miſe of God, and they may go on their Way Rejoic- 
ing ? Perſevere, O Believer, to make Uſe of the 
Means of Grace, and be not weary in well-doing, for 
he that endureth to the End ſhall be ſaved. © And eternal 
Life is promiſed to them, who by patient Continuance 
in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour and Immorta- 
lity. Wherefore Brethren, give Diligence to make 
your Calling and Election ſure. Let not the Confi- 
dence of your good Eſtate ſlacken your Diligence in 
the Buſineſs of Religion, but rather quicken you ta 
work out your own Salvation with Fear and Tremb- 
ling, that ſo an Entrance may be miniſtred unto you 
abundantly into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. | | | 

7. And laſtly, We may infer from this Doctrine, 
that it is a vain and wicked Thing to oppoſe the 
Work of God. For God will direct his Work in Truth, 
and perform his own Work, in Spite of all Oppoſition 
from Earth and Hell, as it is written in the 2 Pſalm. 
Chriſt, the glorious Head of the Church, has promiſed, 
that the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. 

Good and acceptable was the Counſel of Gamaliel, 
to the People of the Jews in Acts 5. 38. &c. 1 ſay un- 
to you, refrain from theſe Men, and let them alone ; for if 
this Counſel or this Work be of Men, it will come te 
Nought 5 but if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it. 
Leaſt haply ye be found even to fight againſt God; and 
to him they agreed. It is certainly very provoking to 
God, and dangerous-to'ourſelves to fight againſt God ; 


to fin wilfully againſt the Knowledge of the Truth, 


and always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt. This is the Way 
to be given up of God to a reprobate Mind! Very 
dangerous and dreadful is the State of ſuch a Perſon 
or People; and indeed they muſt be wedded to Luſt 

| | O 
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or Opinion, either very wicked or obſtinate, to rebel 
againſt the Light, and reſiſt God. For God will main- 
tain the Right and perform his Work : -He will over- 
come and prevail; For ſtrong is the Lord God that judg- 
eth. He is wiſe in Heart and mighty in Strength, who 
bath bardned himſelf againſt him, and hath proſpered ? 

But yet a Man may ignorantly and not wilfully op 
poſe the Work of God; in which Caſe he is not with» 


out Excuſe. He may be under the Government of 


a deceived Heart, or a miſguided Zeal, and ſo may 


think he is doing God Service, when he is really ſer- 
ving Sin and Satan. St. Paul bears this Teſtimony of 
the Jews in Rom. 10. 2. I bear them Record, that they 


have a Zeal of God, but not according to Knowledge. The 


Apoſtle who bear this Record, of the Zeal of his own 
Countrymen, .in Excuſe of their fond Adherence to a 
legal Righteouſneſs, could ſpeak experimentally for it 
was once his own Caſe, as he himſelf declares, Phil. 

. 6. Concerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church, touching the 

ghreon ne] which is in the Law, blameleſs. Come ſee 
his Zeal, what a furious Fit of Zeal he was in juſt be- 
fore his Converſion, As g. beg. He breathed out Threat- 
nings and Slaughter againſt the DER of the Lord, &c. 
This is the true Breathing of a bitter perſecuting 
Spirit. | | | 
The Apoſtle refers to this mad Conduct of his, when 
he gave an Account of his Conduct and Converſion 
before King Agrippa, I verily thought with my ſelf (ſays 


he) that I ought to do many Things contrary to the Name 


of Feſus of Nazareth, and many of the Saints did I ſbut 
up in Priſon, &c. And being exceedingly mad againſt them, 
perſecuted them unto ſtrange Cities, Obſerve, he was 
mad, exceeding mad againſt the Saints: His Zeal was 
ſo furious'and extravagant, that it made him mad, he 
was beſide himſelf. Come ſee the Folly and Danger 
of a miſguided furious Zeal : It knoweth no Bounds, 
neither when, nor where to ſtop. Therefore let your 

Moderation be known to all Men, the Lord is at Hand 
Notwithſtanding all this, Paul's Ignorance was a 
great Alleviation of his Guilt : He did not hy” 
e 
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the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo his Sin was not unpardonable, 


as he himſelf fully declares in 1 Tim. 1. 12, 13. But I 


obtained Mercy, becauſe I did it ignorantly in Unbelief. 
Good God ? That ever thy Son's Coat ſhould be 
dipt in Blood ! Alas, that any Part of the Chriſtian 
Church ſhould be drunken with the Blood of the Saints, 
and with the Blood of the Martyrs of Feſus ! | 
Let us be taught Moderation and Sobriety, as beco- 
meth Perſons profeſſing Godlineſs ; let us be adviſed 


to conſider and deliberate well with our ſelves, That 


we do nothing raſbly. It greatly concerns us to. regulate 
our Zeal, . leſt a miſguided Zeal tranſport us into raſh 
and indecent Actions and make us partial to ourſelves, 
and uncharitable to others, who may be better than 


' ourſelves, though they don't run to the ſame Exceſs 


of Zeal as we do. i 
Mr. Henry ſays well. There may be over- doing, even 
in well-doing, and therefore our Zeal muſt always be 
overn'd by Diſcretion, that our Good may not be 
Evil ſpoken of: Wiſdom is profitable to direct. Chriſ- 
tians ſhould ſee to it, that their Matters be good and 
Tight, and then it is good to be zealouſly affected always 
in a good Thing. But we ſhould be careful to Propor- 


tion our Zeal to the Weight and Importance of the 


Thing upon which we employ it; leſt if we begin to 
laviſh out Zeal upon indifferent Matters which if done, 
or left undone, we are neither the better, nor the 
worſe, we tranſgreſs the great Law of Charity, and 


are found wanting. And indeed it has been the In- 


firmity of Chriſtians to be zealous for the external 
ritual Parts of Religion, to the Neglect of the grea- 
ter .Matters of the Law, Judgment, Mercy and Faith 
which ought to be done. 

Every Man has doubtleſs a Right of private Judg- 
ment, to judge for himſelf and try the Spirits. Be- 
loved, ſays the Apoſtle John, believe not every Spirit, 
but try the Spirits whether they are of God. 1. all 


Tbings, ſays the Apoſtle Paul, hold faſt that which is 
good. Why ſhould this Right be invaded by another ? 
Why th 


ould one Man judge another for not ſubmit- 
: | - ting 


* 
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ting his own Meaſure of judgment? For it my 
Liber judged of another Man's 3 Why 
ſhouid we not uſe that Liberty which the God of Na- 
ture and Grace hath given us ? Let-us ſt.nd faſt 
in the Liberty wherewith Jeſus Chriſt hath made us 
fee. i 

Brethren, Let me freely ſay, that no good Man or 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt can wilfully and of Choice, 
oppoſe the Work of God. No, but on the other 

Hand, muſt rejoice in the Proſperity and Progreſs of 
it. He may and ought to oppoſe that which is evil, 
and endeavour to remove all Stumbling-Blocks out of 
the Way: And in doing of this, he is ſo far from 
being an Enemy to the Work of God, that he may 
be greatly inſtrumental of promoting it. Neither 
ſhould. we think it ſtrange concerning a good Work, 
that it meets with Oppoſition and Hindrances, ſo long 
as the Malice and Power of. Satan and his Inſtruments 
is ſo great : Nay, Satan is transformed into an Angel of 
Light. When the Sons of God came to preſent themſelves 
before the Lord,Satan came alſo among them. 

If there be a good Work going on in and among 
us, it is nothing ſtrange that Satan hinders it: The 


Enemy will ſow Tares among the Wheat. But then 


we are commanded to reſiſt the Devil, and all his 


Works, ſtedfaſt in the Faith; and if need be, earneſtly 


contend for the Faith once delivered unto the Saints. 
I know no Reaſon why we ſhould not chooſe the Good 
and refuſe the Evil at all Times; Abhor that which is 
Evil, cleave to that which is Good. . + 

We ſhould carefully guard againſt Deluſion and all 


precarious and diſputable and unſcriptural Marks of 


Converſion. ll 
Grace is Grace, Grace is a good Thing, always good, 
and the Work of God is one and the ſame in all Ages 
and Places; and the genuine Fruits of it are alſo the 
ſame, even — Righteouſneſs, Goodneſs and 
Truth: Theſe are the weighty Matters, the Subſtance, 
which all good Men ſhould be agreed in and endea- 
your to promote with one Conſent, and meddle not. 
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with ſuch as are given to Change. What is the ChafF 
to the Wheat, ſaith the Lord? Ask for the old Path, 
where is the good Way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall 
find Reſt for your Souls. If any Man ſhall ſay unto 
you, lo here is Chriſt, or there, believe it not. If 
they ſhall ſay unto you, behold he is in the Deſert, 
go not forth, behold he is in the ſecret Chambers be- 
heve -it not. Seek Chriſt where he is to be found, 
ſeek him by Prayer, and ſearch the Scriptures which 
reſtify of him: He is the Treaſure hid in this Field. 
Seek him as Silver, and ſearch for him as for hid 
Treaſures---for whoſo findeth him findeth Life. 
Why ſhould good People fall out by the Way? [ 
know that ye ſeek Feſus. Let us all herein agree ta 
ſeek him nn and mourning every one for his 
Iniquity, as Doves of the Valleys, and fly to him as 
Doves to their Windows. Let us ſeek him early, 
and with our whole Heart, and in the Ways of his 
own Appointment, and be uniform in our Obedience, 
having Reſpect to all his Commandments. And it is 
Time, high Time to ſeek the Lord, for now the Ax 
3s laid to the Root of the Trees, therefore every Tree that 
— 9 not forth good Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into 

m. | | 
I -ſhall cloſe the Subject with an affectionate Ad- 
dreſs, firſt, to ſuch as have a good Work begun in 
them, ſecondly, to ſuch as have not. And let every 
one examine and conſider his own State, and accord- 
ingly apply the Addreſs to the particular Circumſtances 

of his own Soul, | 

1. Let ſuch as have a good Work begun in them ſuf- 
fer the Exhortation : Be humbly thankful and con- 
fident in the Lord. I truſt that the good Work of 
Grace has been going on in this Place ever ſince the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt has planted his Church here, and 
that many that hear me this Day are the happy Sub- 
jects of it. The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
Oh that the Lord would encreaſe you more and 
more, and revive his Work in the midſt of the Years: 
And we hope in God that he is reviving his Work 
# » III 
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in this Land and gathering in his Ele& in all qur Pla- 


ces.---Such as are in Chrift I ſalute, Hail, thou that art 
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee, bleſſed are ye 


among Men and Women. You are as happy as you 


can be out of Heaven, which is the Perfection of 


. 


Grace: Your Heaven is already begun, and will be 
ever increaſing. Behold, and _ 


ire the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Grace of God, in bringing you into this gracious 
and heavenly State : What could he have done more 


for you? Oh conſider what great Things the Lord 


hath done for you ! He that is mighty hath done to you 
eat Things, and holy is his Name.---Be humbly thank- 
to God, rejoice evermore, and bleſs him every 


Be exhorted to work out your own Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling, be not high-minded, but fear. For tho' 
u may be: exalted by the Grace of God above your 
ellows 5 yet remember, you are in a militant State 
in your Enemies Country; therefore paſs the Time 
of your Sojourning here in Fear, till you come to 
Heaven, that better Country, when your Reſt ſhall 
be glorious. Be you never ſuch exalted Chriſtians, 
wet there is Room for ſpiritual Increaſe and Growth in 


Grace. Phil. 3. 12, 13, 14. Carefully avoid all Pre- 


ſumption and Confidence in the Fleſh ; - Truſt not in 


ey ſelves that ye are Righteous, but in the living 


eſus, who hath ſaid, My Grace is ſufficient for you. 
Be humble, be ſober, be vigilant, be prayerful. 


Search the Scriptures daily : Continue ſted/at in 


the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, in breaking 
of Bread, and in Prayers. As many as walk accord- 
ing to this Rule, Peace be on them, and Mercy, and 
upon the Iſrael of God. For my own Part, I expect tq 
be ſaved according to the Goſpel, and derive the 


Comforts and Supports of the Chriſtian Life, from the 
Spirit, and the Words of the Spirit, in the Exerciſe of 


faithful and fervent Prayer : And not in any extem- 
oranequs, extatick, unſcriptural Way: I know in- 
ed ſuch a Man as Paul declares that he had Viſions 
and Revelations of the 8 1 knew a Man in _ a- 
| | ove 
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bove fourteen Tears ago, whether in the Body I cannat 


tell, or whether out of the Body I cannot tell, God know. 


eth, ſuch an one caught up to the third Heaven, &c. 


But who in this Age of the Church, now the Gift 
of Inſpiration has ceaſed, and the Canon of Scripture 
is compleated, I fay, who among us is a Paul caught 
up in ſacred Raptures into the third Heavens? When 
once Perſons pretend to come to Viſions and Revela- 
tions, it is high Time for the Churches of Chriſt to 


remember, that they have 4 more ſure Word of Pro- 


pheſy, whereunto they do well that they take Heed : 
A more ſure. Word than a Voice from the excellent 
Glory at the Transfiguration of Jeſus in the Hearing 
of three of his Diſciples, though in the Mouth of two 
or three Witneſſes every Word is eſtabliſhed : For fo 


the Apoſtle Peter, one of thoſe Witneſſes well argues 


in 2 Pet. 1. 16, 17, 18, 19. 

Jeſus I know, and Paul I know, but who are ye that 
are come to Viſions and Revelations ? Is it certainly 
our Wiſdom and Safety to abide with Chriſt in the ſtea- 
dy Practiſe of Duty. Let us hold faſt the Profeſſion of 
our Faith without wavering. Let Miniſters and People 
ſuffer the Exhortation to abide in their ſeveral Callings. 
----Brethren, let every Man, wherem he is called, therein a- 
bide with God. © / | 3 

Is it not as great a Curſe for God to give his People 
Children to be their Prieſts and Babes to teach them, 
as to give Children to be their Princes, and Babes to 
rule over them? Then the Child ſhall behave himſelf 
proudly againſt the Prophet, the prudent and the antient, and 
the baſe againſt the Honourable ! 

It ſeems ſtrange, that a wiſe and underſtanding Peo- 
ple, who have had the Goſpel preached in its Purity, 
and enjoyed an enlightened and converting Miniſtry 


ſhould be carried about with every Wind of Doctrine, and 


deſpiſe Propheſyings. John F. 23. I am come in my Fa- 
”, Name, and ye receive me not: F anather ſhall come in 


bis own Name, him ye will receive. 


But we may remember that the full Soul loathes the 
Honey-comb : And a Plenty of the richeſt 1 — 
eaven 


raelites, who were fed to the full with heavenly Man- 
na, with Angels Food, forty Years together, deſpiſed it 
as very indifferent light Food. They faid, Our Soul 
lotheth this light Bre They choſe a greater Variety 
of Food, for their Parts, though they were fed every. 
Day by Miracle. And God complains of their unduti - 
ful Carriage to him, Forty Tears long was I grieved with 
that Generation, | 

Too = are Men to deſpiſe their Birth-Right, the 
Time will come, ſaith the Apoſtle, when they will not 
endure found Doctrine; but after their own Luſts ſhall they 
heap to themſelves Teachers having itching Ears, and then 


they ſhall turn away their Eyes from the Truth, and ſhall be 


turned unto Fables. Chriſtians ſhould covet earneſtly 
the beſt Gifts, the moſt able, skilful, and faithful Guides 
for their Souls : A Biſbop ſhould be apt to teach. 

. Will a Man leave the Snaw of Lebanon which 
cometh from the Rock of the Field, or ſhall the cold flowing 
Waters, that. come from another Place be forſaken ? Fer. 18. 
14. Or as the Words run in the Margin of the Bible, ſhall 
a Man leave my Fields for a Rock, or for the Snow 
of Lebanon ? Shall the running Waters be forſaken for 
the ſtrange cold Waters? 

However fond ſome inconſiderate Perſons may be of 
common Gifts, and exalting the Brother of lowDegree to 
be the Prieſt of the Lord; yet it is well known that 
Religion did not fare well when Feroboam in his cun- 


ning Craftineſs made Prieſts of the loweſt of the People. 


----< How ſhameful is it for every Mechanick to ex- 
cc alt himſelf ſaying I will be Prieſt,” I ſent them not, 
nor commanded them : therefore. they ſhall not profit 
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* [t hath been Matter of Speculation and Surprize, that the - 


lite ſtrong Currency of itinerary Preaching hath reached na 
further into the Ungoſpelized Parts of this Province: But 
hath been ſo generally confined to theſe Churches that arg 

ful! of Miniſters and Means of Inſtruction. 
this 
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Heaven isapt to depreciate them to many. So th I, 


— 


3 The GOOD WORK of GRACE, . © 


this People at all ſaith, the Lord. What faith the Scrip- 
ture. That we henceforth be no more Children toſſed to and 
fro, and carried about with every Wind Doctrine by the 
- Sleight of Man, and cunning Craftineſs whereby they li- in 
wait to deceive. But ſpeaking the Truth, in Love may grow 
1 into him in all Things which is the Head even Chriſt. 
It is well if the preſent unbounded Licenſe in preach - 
ing, doth not end in Libertiniſm. 
2. I ſhall addreſs my ſelf to ſuch, as are not in a 
- State of Grace; as it's to be feared there are ſome ſuch 
here preſent before the Lord. And to ſuch I fay, Oh 
be perſwaded to deſire and covet earneſtly ſaving Grace: 
that God would awake for you and come quickly and 
fave you ! This is your great Concern, to have a good 
Work begun in your Souls; this is the one Thing needful. 
You are highly concern'd to anſwer this ſerious Queſti- 
on to your ſelves, Am I in a State of Grace and Fa- 
vour with God ? Oh ſearch and ſee! This, this ſhould- 
be your firſt and great Enquiry, What muſt I do to be 
ſaved? | 
Now to you that are asking the Way of Salvation, 
the Counſel of God is nigh you, even in your Mouth; 
and Oh that it may be in your Heart, that you may do 
it and live! Thar if thou ſhalt believe in thine Heart on 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved. But for this 
the God ot all Grace will be enquired of by you to do 
it for you. | a 
Therefore be inſtant in Prayer to God ; pray 
w.thout ceaſing ----- Cry unto God Moſt High, unto 
God that performeth all Things for you, and he will 
ſend from Heaven and fave you : God ſhall ſend forth 
his Spirit and create you, for whoſoever ſhall call on the 
Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. Oh ſeek and ſtrive to 
enter in at the ſtrait Gate, live in the diligent Uſe of 
the ug group In06r of Salvation, and then wait in 
Faith for the Promiſe of the Spirit: Wait patiently for 
the Lord. | 88 5 
Endeavour to profit in Religion under the ſtanding 
Mca's of Salvation and don't depend upon any extraor- 
dinary Revelation of the Grace of God; for you _ no 
a ealon 
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Reaſon to think God will go out of the ordinary Way 
43S to ſave you. | 
That truly religious Philoſopher, Sir Robert Boyle well 
obſerves, © That though we are but too apt to fancy == 
| ce that we ſhould be won to our Duty, if it were taught \ 
cc or preſs d in this or that Way, yet we may be pleas'd 4 
& to remember that it was one in Hell, that would. 
« needs have another Means than the Scripture of ha- 
cc ving Sinners preached unto; and one in Heaven, 
« that referred them to the Scriptures, declared that if 
cc they hear not Moſes and the. Prophets, neither will 
cc they be perſwaded though one roſe from the dead. 
Now is the accepted Time, and now is the Day of 
Salvation ; therefore hear now the Word of the Lord, 5 
to Day hear his Voice and harden not your Hearts, all 
e that are at Eaſe in Zion, and put far away the evil 
Day. What you do, do quickly, make no tarrying, but 
eſcape for ths Life. Oh realize the Miſery of a Chriſt- 
leſs State, and the Bleſſedneſs of a gracious and heaven- 
ly State; and be perſwaded, Oh be perſwaded by the 
 Mercies of the Lord, and for Love's Sake, and be mov- 
ed with Fear to ſtrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
And let me exhort you ſo much the more as you ſee 
the Day approaching, and the Kingdom of God open, 
and many preſſing into it. And here 8 
1. Let ſacl: as are in the beginning of Life be exhor- 
ted to begin with God. This is Life indeed to live to 
God, for me to live is Chriſt, Oh then ſeek with all 
your Heart an early Converſion to God; and pray ear- 
neſtly and with all Perſeverance for ſaving Grace; that 
God would pleaſe to begin a good Work in you while 
ou are yet young and tender. Come. ye Children, 
— unto me, I will teach you the Fear of the Lord. 
The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wiſdom. 
Believe me, you that are young have peculiar Advan- 
tages and Encouragemen:cs to ſeek the Lord. Son, go 
work to Day in my Vineyard. Remember now thy Creator f 
in the Days of thy Youth. The Promiſes are to you our 
dear and pleaſant Children. My Son if thou ſeek. him, he 
will be found of you. Thoſe that ſeek me early, ſhall find 
me, 
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ne, ſays the Wiſdom of God. You can't begin tod on 


, 


to be religious, the ſooner the better, upon all Accounts; 
for if youdie in your Sins, it had been good for you that 
you had never been born. Wilt thou not from this Time 
cry unto God, My Father, thou art the Guide of my 
Youth. Now my Son, the Lord be with thee and proſper thou. 
2. Let ſuch as are come to Years be exhorted to give 
all Diligence in the Work of Salvation. It is high Time 


for you to ſeek the Lord, whether you be in your full 


Strength, or in the decline of Life: For ſome die in 
Youth. and in their full Strength, and the Aged know 
that they muſt die. 

Men, Brethren and Fathers, Let me freely ſay, that your 
Life hangeth in Doubt, and the ſlender Thread of Life 


is quickly broken, when there will be no eſcaping. How 
Tong has the Lord Jeſus Chriſt waited on ſome of you? 


And how often would he have gathered you with ever- 


laſting Mercies and ye would not. Behold he ſtands at the 


Door and knocks, and ſaith, Open unto me. Chriſt would 
have healed you long ago but you would not be healed. 
Oh conſider the wonderful Patience of the Lord Jeſus - 
Chriſt towards you, and riſe up and come away, come 

unto him that you may have Life. Say not — your 
ſelves, How can a Man be born when he is old? for 
with God all Things are poſſible. | 

Brethren, I truſt in God that I have delivered the 
Counſel of God faithfully unto you. It is a Subject my 
Heart has been much upon, and as I have ſpoken the 


Words of Truth and Soberneſs with a good Conſcience, * 
ſo I hope I've ſpoken to the Uſe of edifying: May the 


God of all' Grace who teacheth us to profit, give the 
Increaſe. 3 | 

Now the God of Peace that brought again from the Dead 
eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro' 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you perfect in 
every good Work to do big Will, working in you that "which 
7s well pleaſing in his Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
be Glory for ever and ever. E N. 
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N. B. P. 8.1. 26. Read, The Jes asked our Saviour 


